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Mueller details Russian interference. 
Trump's attempts to disrupt probe 


Key findings from Mueller’s report 


On Russia’s efforts to influence the White House race: 

“The Russian government perceived it would benefit from a Trump 
presidency and worked to secure that outcome through hacking and 
distributing stolen information.” 


On the Trump campaign’s view of Russian interference: 
The campaign “expected it would benefit electorally from information 
stolen and released through Russian efforts.” 


On Russian contacts with Trump associates: “The investigation did 
not establish that members of the Trump Campaign conspired or 
coordinated with the Russian government in its election interference 
activities.” 


On whether the president is immune from obstruction-of-justice 
law: The special counsel rejected the idea that Trump is shielded from 
obstruction-of-justice law by his constitutional role and powers: “The 


Constitution does not categorically and permanently immunize the 
president.” The report goes further, saying that “no person is above the 


law.” 


Again and again, 

president’s aides 

refused to carry 
out his orders 


BY PHILIP RUCKER 
AND ROBERT COSTA 


The moment President Trump 
learned two years ago that a 
special counsel had been appoint- 
ed to investigate Russian election 
interference, he declared in the 
Oval Office, “This is the end of my 
presidency.” 

Trump nearly made that a self- 
fulfilling prophecy as he then 
plotted for months to thwart the 
probe, spawning a culture of cor- 
ruption and deception inside the 
White House. 

Trump’s advisers rarely chal- 
lenged him and often willingly 
did his bidding, according to the 
special counsel’s report released 
Thursday. But in some cases, they 
refused when Trump pushed 
them to the brink of committing 
outright crimes. 

Trump ordered Donald Mc- 
Gahn to instigate special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III's firing, but 
the White House lawyer decided 
he would resign rather than fol- 
low through. 

Trump urged Corey Lewan- 
dowski to ask then-Attorney Gen- 
eral Jeff Sessions to curtail the 
investigation, but his former 
campaign manager only deliv- 
ered the message to an intermedi- 
ary. 

And Trump demanded that 
Reince Priebus procure Sessions’s 
resignation, but the White House 
chief of staff did not carry out the 
directive. 

The vivid portrait that emerges 
from Mueller’s 448-page report is 
of a presidency plagued by para- 
noia, insecurity and scheming — 
and of an inner circle gripped by 
fear of Trump’s spasms. Again 
and again, Trump frantically 
pressured his aides to lie to the 
public, deny true news stories 
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How Trump handled the investigation 


Trump sees investigation as his ‘Achilles heel’: During the 
transition, President-elect Trump viewed the intelligence community's 
assessment that Russia interfered in the 2016 U.S. presidential 
campaign as his “Achilles heel” because people might think Russia 
helped him win, according to adviser Hope Hicks and others. 


Trump tells McGahn to oust Mueller: President Trump urged White 
House counsel Donald McGahn to push special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III out on June 17, 2017. Trump called McGahn twice on a 
Saturday from Camp David, told McGahn that he should call Deputy 
Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein and say that Mueller had conflicts 
of interest and could not serve. McGahn declined to do so, fearing 
another Nixon-like “Saturday Night Massacre.” 


Trump wants Sessions to curtail election probe: Former Trump 
campaign manager Corey Lewandowski, a confidant of Trump, was told 
by the president on June 19, 2017, to relay a message to then-Attorney 


General Jeff Sessions: Meet with the special counsel to limit his 
office’s jurisdiction to investigating future election interference, rather 


than focusing on 2016. 
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OLIVER CONTRERAS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


President Trump, seen Thursday with the first lady, tweeted after the release of the report that it was a “great day for America!” 


THE TAKE 


Frame it however you like, but ils a damning portrait of Trump’s presidency 


BY DAN BALZ 


The Trump presidency 
long has been an exercise in 
normalizing extraordinary 
behavior, with President Trump 
repeatedly stretching the limits 
of what is considered 
appropriate conduct by the 
nation’s chief executive. The 
report from special counsel 


Trump’s efforts to obstruct were clear, 
Democrats say, but impeachment isn’t 


BY RACHAEL BADE 
AND CHELSEA JANES 


Top congressional Democrats 
said Thursday that President 
Trump sought to obstruct justice 
in trying to undermine the inves- 
tigation of Russian interference 
in the 2016 election and promised 
athorough investigation. But par- 
ty leaders — and even 2020 presi- 
dential candidates — stopped 
short of calling for impeachment. 

Still, special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III’s signal in his report 
that Congress should decide 
whether the president broke the 
law is certain to embolden liber- 
als who favor impeachment to 
pressure party leaders and White 
House hopefuls. 

In his report, Mueller not only 
identified 10 episodes of potential 


obstruction by Trump, but also 
said it wasn’t his role to reach a 
conclusion, putting the onus on 
Congress if lawmakers are wor- 
ried about “corrupt use of his 
authority.” 

That was the reason Rep. Alex- 
andria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) 
signed on to an impeachment 
resolution Thursday after the re- 
port’s release and Democratic do- 
nor and billionaire Tom Steyer 
renewed his call for Congress to 
impeach Trump. 

For now, they are outliers, at 
odds with congressional leaders 
and several candidates. 

“The report indicates that Pres- 
ident Trump tried on multiple 
occasions to obstruct justice, only 
to be thwarted by advisers who 
knew better,” said House Majority 

SEE DEMOCRATS ON A28 


Robert S. Mueller II puts into administration. These are 
high relief the degree to which 
Trump has violated the norms. 
The principal focus of the 
special counsel’s investigation 
was on questions of criminality. 
But there is more than the 
issue of what rises to the level 
of criminal conspiracy or 
criminal obstruction when 
judging a president and his 


advisable in a democracy. On 
that basis, the Mueller report 


2016 campaign and while in 
office. 
The 448-page document is 


BILL O’LEARY/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Attorney General William P. Barr, flanked by Deputy Attorney 
General Rod J. Rosenstein, on Thursday forcefully rejected any 


allegations of conspiracy between the Trump campaign and Russia. 


Comprehensive coverage inside and online 
Inside: Highlights of Trump’s written answers, 
10 acts of potential obstruction, and more. A19-34 
Online: Interactive annotations and analysis. washingtonpost.com 


questions that go to the heart of 
what is acceptable or normal or 


provides a damning portrait of 
the president and those around 
him for actions taken during the 


replete with evidence of 
repeated lying by public officials 
and others (some of whom have 
been charged for that conduct), 
of the president urging advisers 
not to tell the truth, of the 
president seeking to shut down 
the investigation, of a Trump 
campaign hoping to benefit 
politically from Russian hacking 
SEE TAKE ON A21 


Question 
of obstruction 
seemingly tossed 
to Congress 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


The report from special coun- 
sel Robert S. Mueller III lays out 
in alarming detail abundant evi- 
dence against President Trump, 
finding 10 “episodes” of potential 
obstruction of justice but ulti- 
mately concluding it was not 
Mueller’s role to determine 
whether the commander in chief 
broke the law. 

Submitted to Congress on 
Thursday, the 448-page docu- 
ment alternates between jarring 
scenes of presidential scheming 
and dense legal analysis, and it 
marks the onset of a new phase of 
the Trump administration in 
which congressional Democrats 
must decide what, if anything, to 
do with Mueller’s evidence. The 
report suggests — though never 
explicitly states — that Congress, 
not the Justice Department, 
should assume the role of pros- 
ecutor when the person who may 
be prosecuted is the president. 

“The conclusion that Congress 
may apply the obstruction laws to 
the President’s corrupt exercise 
of the powers of office accords 
with our constitutional system of 
checks and balances and the 
principle that no person is above 
the law,” Mueller’s team wrote. 

Trump once feared Mueller 
could destroy his presidency, but 
the special counsel may instead 
define it. By releasing a thick 
catalogue of misconduct and 
mendacity that, if not criminal, is 
deeply unflattering, Mueller’s re- 
port may mean long-term politi- 
cal problems for a president seek- 
ing reelection next year. 

Still, Trump’s electoral base 
has not been swayed by such 
stories in the past, and he has 
already claimed victory on the 

SEE REPORT ON A24 


Offers from Russia were not reported 
or forcefully rejected by campaign 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN, 
Tom HAMBURGER, 
KAROUN DEMIRJIAN 
AND RACHEL WEINER 


The outreach had begun by Au- 
gust 2015, when Donald Trump 
was a newly announced presiden- 
tial candidate in a crowded Re- 
publican field and a Russian news 
outlet emailed atop Trump aide to 
request an interview. 

It persisted through the next 15 
months of the 2016 campaign and 
into the presidential transition, 
when a Russian banker back- 
channeled a plan for reconcilia- 
tion between the United States 
and the Kremlin to the incoming 
administration through a friend 
of Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kush- 
ner. 

The portrait painted by special 


counsel Robert S. Mueller ITI in his 
report released Thursday is one in 
which, again and again, Russian 
officials and business executives 
offered assistance to Trump and 
the people around him. 

The campaign was intrigued by 
the Russian overtures, Mueller 
found, which came at the same 
time that the Russian government 
was seeking to tilt the outcome of 
the race in Trump’s favor. 

The special counsel did not find 
any of the contacts between 
Trump associates and Russians 
constituted a crime. Mueller said 
his “investigation did not estab- 
lish that members of the Trump 
Campaign conspired or coordi- 
nated with the Russian govern- 
ment in its election interference 
activities.” 

SEE RUSSIA ON A26 
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